General Summary
a pledge; a declaration of war on Russia, represented
as the reply to a "challenge" j a declaration of war on
France on a false pretext; a refusal to give an under-
taking to respect Belgian neutrality; a declaration of war
on Belgium on a false pretext; and the invasion of Bel-
gium, of which the immediate effect was the intervention
of Great Britain.
XX
Italy and Rumania, the allies of Germany and Austria,
refused to join with them in an armed conflict which
they regarded as a war of aggression.
XXI
The Austro-German determination to improve Austria-
Hungary's position in the East and to foil the Entente's
alleged plot against Germany's security explains the
fact that the world war was the conclusion of the crisis
of July 1914,
From the vast documentation at the disposal of his-
torians two other facts emerge:
1.  No indication is to be found that, but for the steps
concerted between the Vienna and Berlin Governments,
and but for Berlin's encouragement or incitement of
Vienna, this war would have broken out on the initiative
of either Serbia, Russia, France, or Great Britain.
2.  The pacific frame of mind of these Powers never
ceased to be recognized by their adversaries right up to
the end of the month of July: in other words, after the
Central Empires themselves had, as Bethmann-Hollweg
put it, "thrown the iron dice."(i)